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Name: Nicole Landree 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (37 C.F.R. $ 1.97(b)) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on the 
enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on-the-merits. Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration of the items listed 
on the enclosed Form 1449. 

A copy of any foreign patent document or "Other Document" listed on the Form 1449 is 
enclosed, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2). Because this application was filed after June 
30, 2003, copies of the U.S. Patents and U.S. patent publications listed on the enclosed Form 
1449 are not provided. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language document or other 
information is as follows (37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3)): 

An English abstract has been provided for each foreign language reference. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
§§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or otherwise, to 



Dear Sir: 



establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not represent that a 
reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is 



Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the provisions of 
M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 1449, marked 
as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official 
communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13- 



intended. 
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P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



Date: June l .2004 
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JM/ 


3,156,493 • 


10/1960 


— 1- 

Griffiths 1 












4,146,682 • 


03/1979 


Nakao | 












4,206,274 • 


06/1980 


Peels | 












4,228,428 - 


10/1980 


Niedermeyer 1 












4,383,707 - 


05/1983 


Nishimura 1 












4,391,883 - 


07/1983 


Williamson 












4,870,395 - 


09/1989 


Belano 












4,881,063 ■ 


11/1989 


Fawcett 












4,932,707 • 


06/1990 


Ekstran 












4,959,640 • 


09/1990 


Hall 












5,004,276 ■ 


04/1991 


Hartley 












5,050,922 . 


09/1991 


Falcoff 












5,053,752 • 


10/1991 


Epstein, et al. 












5,055,830 . 


10/1991 


Cousins, et al. 












5,072,974 • 


12/1991 


Henne 












5,090,751 


02/1992 


Kobayashi 












5,103,216 - 


04/1992 


Sisselman 












5,191,855 • 


03/1993 


Conforti 












5,290,639 • 


03/1994 


Mallory 












5,337,215 


08/1994 


Sunderland, et al. 












5,413,499 - 


05/1995 


Wright 




y 








5,498,039 


03/1996 


Bivens 












5,508,124 


04/1996 


Gordecki 












5,646,598 


07/1997 


Nickles, et al. 












5,820,406 


10/1998 


Hetherington 








N 


K 


5,824,431 
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Tsurumaru, et al. 
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nr. ' 
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6,206,836 - 


03/2001 


Kern, et al. 












6,463,221 


10/2002 
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01/2003 
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TRANSLATION 
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3641684 . 


1988 


Germany I 






/ 








3700453 




Germany 1 






h 








452,797 


1948 


Canada ] 














505,307 


1954 


Canada 














753,712 


1967 


Canada 














797,353 


1968 


Canada 














840,598 


1970 


Canada 














866,362 


1971 


Canada 














946,450 


1974 


Canada 














1,052,895 


1979 


Canada 


( 












1,083,700 


1980 


Canada 














1,126,379 


1982 


Canada 














1,130,114 . « 


1983 


Canada 














1,147,444 . 


1983 


Canada 














1,188,722 . 


1985 


Canada 














1,188,773 


1985 


Canada 










\ 


/ 


1,243,391 


1988 


Canada 














1,267,708 


1990 


Canada 
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1,303,670 
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1,307,568 
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Z,UU 1 ,uzu 




Canada \ 
















T AIO ft'lA 




Canada 
















2 020 025 




Canada 




















Canada 
















■ 




Canada 














2 060 131 


















2 089 944 




Canada 


















Canada 














2 108 334 




Canada 






— i 








2,117,212 










— f 








2,157,349 • 


2003 


Canada 




u 










2,164,227 


1995 


Canada 














2,169,261 


1995 


Canada 














2,178,552 


1996 


Canada 






i 








2,190,572 . 


1997 


Canada 














2,192,908 


2000 


Canada 














2,291,611 


1998 
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2000 
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